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25 Year Recreational Angling Enhancement Plan 
OVERVIEW 

 
Recreational Fishery Policy 

To enhance, develop, and promote diverse and productive recreational fishing opportunities that 
provide balanced social and economic benefits, support the conservation needs of native 

species, and connect Oregonians with fish, water and the outdoors. 
 

Goal 1:  Provide diverse, stable and productive angling opportunities:  ODFW seeks to 
maintain and restore naturally-produced fish to provide opportunities for consumptive and non-
consumptive recreational fisheries and to manage non-native fish and hatchery-based fisheries 
to optimize user benefits consistent with conservation of naturally produced native fish species 
by: 
 
a) Enhancing natural production of fish stocks to levels that allow for recreational fishing 

opportunities; 
b) Using hatchery fish to enhance harvest opportunities while supporting conservation of native 

fish; 
c) Assessing fish populations and their performance to identify fishing opportunities; 
d) Managing fish and wildlife to reduce the impacts of predatory or competitive species; and 
e) Developing access to fishing sites to provide diverse opportunities. 
 
Goal 2:  Increase angling participation:  Diverse, stable and productive angling opportunities 
are the basis for increased angling participation. Increased angling participation serves to 
reconnect people with the outdoors and develop a long-term appreciation of and stewardship of 
the outdoors. ODFW will promote opportunities by: 
 
a) Implementing education programs that connect people to fishing and the outdoors; 
b) Marketing that promotes fishing and outdoor activities; and 
c) Working with the public to reduce barriers to participation. 
 
ACTIONS TO ENHANCE RECREATIONAL ANGLING 
 
Develop and implement a marketing plan:  ODFW will develop a marketing plan aimed at the 
retention and recruitment of anglers, targeting youth, diverse and non-traditional anglers, 
newcomers and visitors (Goal 2b) 
 
Initiate an inland sport fishery advisory board:  ODFW will improve communication with 
stakeholders by developing the framework for and initiating an inland sport fishery advisory 
group that will complement other ODFW advisory boards (Goal 2c). 
 
Use STEP to enhance recreational angling (“STEP into the Future with Kids”):  ODFW 
proposes retooling the current STEP structure to directly address recreational fishing priorities; 
specifically, opportunity, access, and mentoring. This restructuring would focus on youth anglers 
but would provide direct and indirect benefits to all anglers (Goal 2a). 
 
Develop resource centers for angling:  To promote public interest for angling, ODFW will 
develop interactive, on-going, comprehensive learning centers directed at educating, recruiting, 
and retaining anglers (Goal 2a, 2b). 
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Make fishing regulations more user-friendly:  Angling regulations are probably the most 
frequently used tool provided to the angling public by ODFW. The agency will work towards 
regulations that are as clear and user friendly as possible (Goal 2c). 
 
Maintain existing fisheries to ensure continued performance:  To maintain the existing 
angler base and to recruit new anglers, ODFW must maintain existing fisheries and ensure that 
those fisheries are performing at their potential (Goal1). 
 
Maintain or enhance infrastructure and property access:  ODFW will maintain current and 
develop strategically located new access sites for angling on public and privately-owned 
properties, including opportunities for disabled, beginning, and urban anglers (Goal 1e). 
 
Use hatcheries to enhance opportunities:  Successful recreational fishing opportunities rely 
on our state fish hatcheries and ODFW will work to ensure its hatchery system has the 
resources and staff to meet current and future needs (Goal1b). 
 
Use best science available to assess fish populations, provide for maximum sustainable 
catch and respond to angler preferences:  ODFW will work to maintain or improve 
assessment of fish population numbers and their performance to provide the best information 
possible on which to base management decisions (Goal 1c). 
 
Develop partnerships to enhance angling opportunities:  Partnerships with other state 
agencies, federal agencies, municipal and county governments, schools, outdoor-oriented non-
profits, conservation groups, retail stores and equipment manufacturers based on shared or 
similar goals will be pursued to allow ODFW to achieve more with limited resources (Goals 1a, 
1d, 2a, 2b, 2c). 
 
Incorporate information from other disciplines in sport fish management:  Other 
disciplines of study such as recreation planning, sociology and economics are important for 
sport fish management in addition to understanding the fishery and biological sciences (Goals 
2a, 2b, 2c) 
 
Staff and organize ODFW to improve support for recreational fishing:  Good recreational 
fishery management relies on adequate staffing that is able to plan, investigate and recommend 
solutions to fishery management questions and respond quickly and efficiently to opportunities 
and questions. ODFW will review its organizational structure to identify ways to increase support 
of recreational angling (Goals 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b, 2c). 
 
MONITOR PROGRESS OF THE PLAN AND SUCCESS OF THE ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN 
 
Successful management requires evaluation of actions taken. In association with each of our 
activities, we will use appropriate monitoring tools to measure success. After we view results, 
we must be willing to support activities that are effective and modify or drop activities that are 
not. ODFW will also monitor license sales as a measure of overall success. 
 
PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Pilot projects will be identified to implement actions described in the plan. 


